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TAG DER DEUTSCHEN PIONIERE 2017
Liebe Festgemeinde,

Vor achtzehn Jahren hat die Regierung von Ontario den Tag der
deutschen Pioniere eingeführt, um die Leistungen von deutschen
Pionieren bei der Entwicklung von Ontario zu würdigen. 

Das Komitee bemüht sich, jedes Jahr Personen, Familien, oder
Verbände zu ehren, die bedeutende Beiträge geleistet haben in der
Entwicklung von Kitchener, dem Landkreis Waterloo, Ontario und
darüber hinaus. Wir hoffen, dass die Information in unseren Broschüren
zusammen mit den Veröffentlichungen der Museen zur Wertschätzung
des euro-deutschen Erbes dieser Gemeinde und zum historischen
Verständnis des besonderen Charakters unserer Gegend und der
Einwanderer der zweiten Hälfte des letzten Jahrhunderts beitragen kann.
In Kitchener und den umgebenden Gemeinden sind zwischen 10 und 25 Prozent der Bevölkerung deutscher
Abstammung.

Seit über 200 Jahren haben deutsche Einwanderer ihren Weg nach Waterloo County gefunden. Sie haben
schwierige Umstände hinter sich gelassen, um für sich und ihre Kinder in Kanada ein neues Leben
aufzubauen. Sie wurden dabei geleitet von ihren Prinzipien des Glaubens, sie fanden Stärke und Trost in der
Ausübung von kulturellen Traditionen, und wandten ihr Arbeitsethos, ihre Fertigkeiten, und ihren
Unternehmungsgeist dazu an, den Landkreis Waterloo und Ontario aufzubauen. Auf diese Art trugen sie
dazu bei, den Charakter unserer Region als eine selbstbewusste, tolerante und multikulturelle Gemeinde zu
prägen.

Dieses Jahr ehrt das Komitee des Tags der deutschen Pioniere zwei Einwanderungsfamilien und einen
Klub.

• Friedrich  Rumpels Söhne und ihre Nachfahren haben durch ihre Betriebe deutliche Spuren in
unserem Landkreis, in Ontario, und wahrlich Kanada hinterlassen. 

• Der Alpen Club Kitchener, gegründet 1953, ist seither eine bekannte Grösse in unserer
Gemeinde und pflegt angestammte Sitten und Gebräuche.

• Joseph Mausser wurde ein bekannter Baumeister in Kitchener 

Wir hoffen, dass Ihnen die kulturellen Ausstellungen der Kitchener Bücherei, der Museen, und der
deutschen Klubs wie auch die musikalische Unterhaltung der Transylvania Hofbräu Kapelle und die Tänzer
des Alpen Klubs als Ausdruck unseres Kulturerbes gefallen.

Wir bauen auf die Grundsteine, die uns gelegt worden sind, und blicken mit Selbstbewusstsein in unsere
gemeinsame Zukunft.

German Pioneers Day Komitee,
Gerhard Griebenow, Vorsitzender

German Pioneers Day Act, Bill 28-1999
The Bill proclaims the day after Thanksgiving Day in each year as German Pioneers Day.
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GERMAN PIONEERS’ DAY 2017
Dear ladies and gentlemen,

Eighteen years ago, the Ontario government instituted German
Pioneers Day to recognize the achievements of German pioneers in shap-
ing Ontario’s development. 

Every year the committee attempts to honour pioneering individuals,
families and/or institutions that have made significant contributions to
the development of Kitchener, Waterloo County, Ontario, and beyond. 

We hope that the information in our brochures, along with the muse-
ums’ articles in their publications, can contribute to the appreciation of
the European-German heritage of this community and encourage an his-
torical understanding of the unique character of our region as well as that
of immigrants to Canada during the second half of the last century. A big
portion of the population in Kitchener and the surrounding municipalities are of German descent.

For over 200 years German immigrants found their way to Waterloo County. They left difficult circum-
stances behind to build a new life in Canada for themselves and their children. They were guided by prin-
ciples of faith, found strength and comfort in the practice of their cultural traditions, and applied their work
ethic, skills, and enterprise to develop Waterloo County and ultimately Ontario. Thus they helped shape the
character of our region as a confident, tolerant, and multicultural community with all its wonderful diversity
and agricultural resources and riches.

Although one can find the influence of German immigrants everywhere in Waterloo County if one looks
for it, this evidence does not get noticed by many, and the immigrants of the 1950’s like many before and
after them tend not to advertize their achievements.

This year the German Pioneers Day committee honours two pioneering families and one social club.

• The sons of Friedrich Rumpeland and their descendents have left an indelible mark on our
region, Ontario, and indeed Canada through their industrial leadership

• The Kitchener Alpine Club, founded in 1953, has been a visible presence in our community and
continues to preserve their customs and traditions.

• |Joseph Mausser has become a well known builder and developer in Kitchener

We hope you enjoy the cultural displays by the Kitchener Public Library, the Regional Museums, and the
various German Clubs, as well as the musical presentations of the Transylvania Hofbräu Band and the Alpine
dancers as a demonstration of our cultural heritage.

With this ceremony we honour those who helped shape Canada into the land we live in and look with
confidence to our shared future.

German Pioneers Day Committee
Gerhard Griebenow, Chairman

German Pioneers Day Act, Bill 28-1999
The Bill proclaims the day after Thanksgiving Day in each year as German Pioneers Day.
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Botschaft
der Bundesrepublik Deutschland

Embassy
of the Federal Republic of Germany

Ambassade
de la République fédérale d’Allemagne



Honourable representatives of the Government of Ontario,

Organizers of the German Pioneers Day,

Guests of Honour,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This year Canada is celebrating its 150th anniversary. This is a wonderful
opportunity to remember how German settlers helped to build this great
nation. Sixteen years ago, the Pioneers Day was declared by the Ontario gov-
ernment to recognize the achievements of these families who left behind dif-
ficult circumstances to build a new life in Canada. 

The great influence of these Pioneers can still be felt today, particularly here
in Kitchener, where the German heritage is kept alive through celebrations
such as the Oktoberfest and the Christkindlmarkt. The contribution of the
German Pioneers in shaping the multicultural society we all enjoy today, was
also recognized by the Canadian government in December of 2016, when
they declared the month of October as official “German Heritage month”. In
this respect we hope that the teaching of the German language may be
 reflected more widely in the curriculum of the public schools.

On behalf of the Federal Republic of Germany, I would also like to congratu-
late the Rumpel family and the Alpine Club of Kitchener, who are being
 honoured on this year’s German Pioneers Day. They are an example and
encouragement to all of us to continue our efforts for the community in the
spirit of the German Pioneers. 

Finally I would like to thank all those who are actively involved in strength-
ening the German-Canadian community and to build stronger ties between
Germany and Canada. I encourage you to keep up the efforts, so that future
generations will not forget about the great achievements of the German
 pioneers. Be assured that the German Consulate General and myself always
stand ready to advise and assist wherever we can. 

Happy Pioneers Day!

Peter Fahrenholtz

German Pioneers Day 2017 7
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AUSTRIAN CONSULATE GENERAL -
COMMERCIAL SECTION

On behalf of the Consulate General of Austria it is my great pleasure

and honor to extend my greetings to all Canadians celebrating

“German Pioneers Day”. I especially would like to congratulate the

German communities in Waterloo County for their contribution to the

development of the region, the province of Ontario and Canada and

for keeping up their cultural traditions and ethics over the centuries.

We are very grateful and proud, that many of the thousands of immi-

grants from Austria became a vital part of this community of German

speaking Canadians and that we can celebrate this day together.

Mit den besten Wünschen für die Zukunft und herzlichen Grüßen

Sincerely

Christian Lassnig
Consul and Trade Commissioner
Consulate General of Austria
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Ottawa, 08.09.2017 

It is with great pleasure that I extend my best wishes to our German
friends in view of this year's German Pioneers Day. 

Germany and Switzerland share a long tradition of immigration to Canada,
going back as far as the seventeenth century. Moved by the promise of a
better life, employment opportunities or greater religious freedom, many
families found in Canada their new home. Many of them even played a
central role in the regional industry. Thanks to their skills and exemplary
work ethic, they contributed to the positive development of their new
home country. 

Remarkable contributions can also be attributed to the social clubs. They
create opportunities to meet compatriots and many other Canadians in a
welcoming atmosphere and give the feeling of being at home while being
away from home. Many of their events offer a great tribute to the
trad,itions and heritage of Europe. At the same time, they enrich the cul-
tural diversity and the social life of Canada as a whole. 

Let me wish you all a pleasant and memorable celebration of the German
Pioneers Day 2017. 

Yours sincerely, 

Beat Nobs
Ambassador

Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft Embassy of Switzerland in Canada
Confédération suisse
Confederazione Svizzera
Confederaziun svizra

5 Marlborough Avenue
Ottawa, ON, CANADA
K1N 8E6
Phone: 613 235 1837, Fax: 613 563 1394
ott.vertretung@eda.admin.ch, www.eda.admin.ch
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Herzliche Grüße an euch alle as you celebrate German Pioneers Day! 

In Waterloo Region we are blessed to have such a rich German heritage. 
A heritage guided by faith, built on hard work, entrepreneurship, and a
 determination to succeed. These qualities have helped to shape our
 multicultural region. Both the Alpine Club of Kitchener and the Rumpel
 family have made significant contributions to this region and I am happy to
join in celebration of their achievements. 

The Alpine Club of Kitchener started with a vision in 1953 and continues to
the present day, celebrating our rich German culture and tradition. The
Alpine Club is home to many important events and is a great gathering place
to foster friendships and build connections that last for a lifetime. 

The Rumpel family has played a key role in the development of our region
and they are living proof of the strong entrepreneurial spirit which
 contributes to our success in Waterloo Region. 

Thank you to The Alpine Club of Kitchener and the Rumpel family for your
dedication to the success of our region and congratulations on receiving this
well-deserved recognition.  

Harold Albrecht, MP
Kitchener-Conestoga

2017
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On behalf  of  the constituents of  the Riding of  Waterloo, I am delighted to
extend greetings on this German Pioneers Day. Today, we recognize the
tremendous impact that the German Community has had in Waterloo
Region.
In 2017, we honour the sons of  Friedrich Rumpel and their descendants. We
also recognize the Kitchener Alpine Club, which was founded in 1953, and
has been a visible presence in our community while preserving German
 customs and traditions. Finally, we honour Joseph Mausser, who is well-
known as a builder and developer in Kitchener. 
I’m also proud that my colleague, Member of  Parliament for Kitchener
South-Hespeler Marwan Tabbara, put forward and passed a Motion in the
House of  Commons recognizing the contributions of  German-Canadians
to Canadian society and the importance of  educating and reflecting upon
German Heritage for future generations. I’m also
proud that October is now nationally recognized
as German Heritage Month, as agreed to by the
House of  Commons.  
Please accept my congratulations for this well-
deserved recognition, and my best wishes for an
enjoyable and memorable celebration!

Sincerely, 

Bardish Chagger, P.C., M.P.
Riding of  Waterloo

Hon. Bardish Chagger
Member of  Parliament for Waterloo
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October 2017

Dear Friends,

Es freut mich euch zum “German Pioneers Day” zu begrüssen!

As Member of Parliament for Kitchener Centre and on behalf of the people I am honoured to
represent, I wish to extend my sincere congratulations on this German Pioneers Day.
Germans are a historic part of our Region’s cultural fabric, and their contributions shaped our
community and country.

Immigranten aus deutschsprachigen Ländern spielen eine wichtige und bedeutende Rolle, in

allen Aspekten unser Gesellschaft. Sie prägen unser Land im kulturellen und
gesellschaftlichen Bereich und haben Einfluss in politischen und wirtschaftlichen Sektoren.

This year we honour the sons of Friedrich Rumpel and their descendants who have played a
pivotal role in the Region’s economic past and present through their industrial leadership. We
also honour Joseph Mausser, who has become a well-known builder and developer here in
Kitchener. This year we also recognise the long history of The Kitchener Alpine Club, founded
in 1953, which has helped cultivate our community’s German heritage. These people and
places help highlight our Region’s rich cultural diversity.

It has been more than 160 years since John Hoffman first developed the wetland fields that
became the village of Waterloo. The hard work and courage of German pioneers continues to
inspire the growth and innovation of our Region today.

Wir sind stolz auf den Einfluss der deutschen Kultur auf unser Land und auf kanadische
Familien mit Herkunft aus deutschsprachigen Ländern die immer noch eine grosse Rolle in
unserer Gesellschaft spielen.

Mit freundlichen Grüssen,
Sincerely,

Raj Saini, MP
Kitchener Centre
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As MPP for Kitchener-Conestoga, it is once again my honour to welcome
you to German Pioneers Day thanks to the dedicated efforts of the late Wayne
Wettlaufer to designate a day in recognition of Ontario’s rich German heritage.

This year, as we recognize the 18th edition of this special day, we also rec-
ognize the pioneering families and organizations that have helped ensure the
heritage we celebrate today continues to echo through our communities.

Both the Rumpel family, whose Germanic roots trace back to 1855
Berlin/Kitchener via Mulhausen, and Kitchener’s Alpine Club (est. 1953), have
played integral roles in ensuring the ongoing endurance of our area German
heritage. 

As President of the Berlin Felt Boot Company and Mayor of then-Berlin,
George Rumpel left behind a legacy carried on by successive generations that
remains etched in stone and brick near Duke and Victoria at the Heritage-des-
ignated Rumpel Felt Company building.

Similarly, the Alpine Club is rich with history in maintaining and celebrating
our German beginnings. From its inception in 1953 thanks to the vision of a
group of countrymen from the region of Gottschee, to the weekend dances and
banquets that brought together dancers, singers and Bavarian inspired enter-
tainers for food, drink and a healthy dose of Gemütlichkeit, the Alpine Club has
worked to strengthen the ties to our German pioneers.

A century after our forefathers changed the name of the largely German pop-
ulated area along the Grand River from Berlin to Kitchener, the roots of German
heritage remain strong with over a quarter of Kitchener’s population identifying
themselves as German, or German descendants.

As we take part in North America’s largest Bavarian festival this week, it’s
important that we never forget the work, lives and traditions of our German set-
tlers.

Happy German Pioneers Day 2017!

Prost 

Michael Harris
MPP Kitchener- Conestoga 
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October 10, 2017

Dear Friends,

Willkomen!
As Member of Provincial Parliament for Kitchener-Waterloo I am pleased to welcome you to
this year's German Pioneers Day celebration. 
As many of you are aware, the Ontario government instituted German Pioneers Day sixteen
years ago as an act of Parliamentary recognition of the important contributions German
 settlers made in shaping Ontario's vibrant culture and economy. 
Each year during Oktoberfest, Geman-Canadian individuals, families and organizations are
honoured for their contributions to the success and culture of our community. I would like to
extend a special congratulations to the Rumpel family for their significant contributions to
the growth of our community. The Alpine Club of Kitchener is also being recognized for the
Club's impact on the social fabric of Waterloo Region since it was established in 1953. 
Joseph Mausser is a well-known developer and businessman in Waterloo Region, and he is
also being recognized for his work in our community. Congratulations to everyone being
 recognized this year for their important contributions to the community that we are very
 fortunate to call home. 
Waterloo Region is host to the second largest Bavarian festival in the world and is home to
Canada's largest German-Canadian population. It is with great pride that I would like to thank
and congratulate Mr. Griebenow, Chair of the German Pioneers Day Organizing Committee
and the entire committee for their ongoing work to recognize and celebrate Kitchener-
Waterloo's rich German heritage during Kitchener-Waterloo's Oktoberfest and throughout
the year. 

Sincerely,

Catherine Fife, MPP
Kitchener-Waterloo



October 10, 2017 

Dear Friends,

German Pioneers Day is a wonderful opportunity to recognize and celebrate
German heritage in Waterloo Region!

As the MPP for Kitchener Centre and Chair of the Liberal Caucus German Friendship
Group, it is my honour to extend a warm welcome to members of our German
 community who are marking this important occasion.  In Waterloo Region,
Germanic people have played a vital role in settling, building, and shaping
 development in our Region. As immigrants and pioneers, German settlers have
brought a richness of culture, economic development, and a distinct identity 
known throughout the world.

On this day, we celebrate and honour the unique contributions and respect the
roots and traditions of our German ancestors.

We offer special recognition to the Rumpel family, to Joseph Mausser, as well as to
The Alpine Club of Kitchener-Waterloo.  Congratulations on your efforts to preserve
German heritage in our community. 

All the very best as we celebrate and take part in 
both German Pioneers Day and Oktoberfest festivities!

Daiene Vernile, MPP – Kitchener Centre

German Pioneers Day 2017 15
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Dear Friends, Liebe Freunde,

Ich freue mich immer, wenn wir jedes Jahr zusammenkommen, um
Menschen und Organisationen zu ehren, die ein Teil unseres Deutschen
Erbes hier in der Region von Waterloo geworden sind. Wir sind solch eine
reiche Gemeinschaft da Menschen von vielen Hintergründen hier leben und
gelebt haben und damit unsere regionale Familie kreieren.

I am always pleased when we gather each year to honour people and
organizations who have been part of our German heritage here in Waterloo
Region. We have become such a rich community as people of many
backgrounds have come together to create the Regional family.

The Rumpel Family contributed to the economic and business strength of
the Region as did Joseph Mausser. The Alpine Club brought together many
who found in Canada a new home. All deserve the recognition that is being
given to them today. As a community, we have always had our eyes on the
future. However, we have never forgotten our past and it is wonderful that
we can gather each year to celebrate all that has made this such a great
Region.

Thank you to those who plan the German Pioneers Day and who help us
remember. Herzlichen Dank an Alle die den Tag der Deutschen Pioniere
geplant haben und uns damit helfen uns zu erinnern.

Mit freundlichen Grüssen,

Ken Seiling, Regional Chair

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF WATERLOO

OFFICE OF THE REGIONAL CHAIR
Ken Seiling

150 Frederick Street, Kitchener ON N2G 4J3
Telephone: 519-575-4585
Fax: 519-575-4440
email: kseiling@regionofwaterloo.ca
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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

On behalf of my council colleagues and the citizens of Kitchener, Willkommen to this year’s
German Pioneers Day celebrations, taking place October 10, 2017. It is a pleasure to recognize
those achievements of our local German pioneers who have shaped Ontario’s, and particularly
Kitchener’s development over the past 200 years.

This year, we honour the contributions of the Rumpel family. The family has been involved in
numerous businesses in Berlin since 1855, providing employment to local residents and
contributing to the economic growth of our community.

Also this year, we pay tribute to the Alpine Club, an organization rich in heritage and tradition.
The Club was founded in 1953 by a group of countrymen from the region of Gottschee. One of
the founders was Joseph Mausser who became a well-known developer in Waterloo Region. The
club is a place where people come for the food and stay for the friendship.

Lastly, I would like to thank my late colleague, Regional Councillor, former MPP and
community supporter, Wayne Wettlaufer, for his efforts to promote our German pioneers
through his private member’s bill – enabling the creation of German Pioneers Day back in
1999.

Our city’s tradition of supporting diversity and being a welcoming community continues today
thanks to the examples set by our earliest settlers. I know that our pioneering spirit remains as
vibrant today in Kitchener, as when our region was first settled.

Lastly, thank you to the many volunteers and supporters of
German Pioneers Day. Your hard work and commitment are
greatly appreciated by all who call this community home, as
well as our many visitors. Enjoy German Pioneers Day 2017!

Sincerely,

Berry Vrbanovic
~Mayor~
City of Kitchener

CITY OF KITCHENER 
Office of Mayor and Council 

200 King Street West, P.O. Box 1118
Kitchener, ON N2G 4G7 

Phone: 519.741.2300  Fax: 519.741.2800
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Welcome from the Mayor
On behalf of Council and the citizens of the City of

Waterloo, it is truly an honour to congratulate every-
one celebrating the 17th Annual German Pioneers
Day, which recognizes the achievements of German
pioneers in Ontario.

Waterloo is proud of its rich cultural diversity; the many citizens of German
descent are an important part of our heritage and the development of our com-
munity.  We join with the German Pioneers Day Committee in acknowledging
Joseph Mausser, The Rumpel Family and The Alpine Club for their many con-
tributions to the community and we are indebted to their hard work and deter-
mination to make Waterloo Region a great place to live.  We also join them in
recognizing the late Wayne Wettlaufer and all that he did to make German
Pioneers Day come to be. As MPP his efforts were instrumental in passing leg-
islation proclaiming the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, German Pioneers Day. 

While you are in Waterloo, I hope you will have a moment to check out the
interesting shops and restaurants in our uptown core, or enjoy a visit to the
Canadian Clay and Glass Gallery, the City of Waterloo Museum at Conestoga
Mall, or the Eby Farmstead at Waterloo Park.  If time permits, further explore
our 500-acre RIM Park in the northeast corner of the city.  With 11 outdoor
sports fields, a multi purpose recreation building, trails, park land, golf course,
and heritage areas, RIM Park provides endless opportunities for the communi-
ty's recreational needs.

Thank you for visiting.  I wish each of you a wonderful time as you celebrate
the remarkable achievements of our German pioneers.

Sincerely,

Mayor Dave Jaworsky  
City of Waterloo

City of Waterloo
Dave Jaworsky, Mayor

100 Regina Street South,  Waterloo City Centre,  Waterloo,  Ontario  Canada  N2J 4A8  519-747-8700  Fax 519-747-8500
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October 2017

Dear Friends,
Congratulations and thank you for the generous invitation to join you
as you celebrate the German Pioneer Days.  It is a pleasure to welcome
everyone on behalf of Council and the citizens of the City of
Cambridge.  
I would like to express my thanks and gratitude as well to the pioneer-
ing families and the organizations of German descent who have made
so many valuable contributions to the City of Cambridge and the
Region of Waterloo for over 200 years!  This is an amazing accom-
plishment. Thank you also for continuing to pay tribute to Wayne
Wettlaufer.  Without his determination and passion pushed through a
private member’s bill to ensure that this day would be properly
 honoured.
I hope this special day provides everyone the opportunity to experi-
ence the significant contributions made from the German community,
including our annual Oktoberfest event, as well as recognizes the
 sacrifices of generations past.    

With warmest regards,

Doug Craig

Mayor

City of Cambridge
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Mezzanine Unit 58, 81 Garry Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada   R3C  4J9

Tel: (204) 989-8300  Fax: (204) 989-8304  E-mail: president@gccmb.ca Website: www.gccmb.ca

Deutschkanadischer Kongreß (MB) eV.
German-Canadian Congress (MB) Inc. Congrès Allemand Canadien
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Greetings from DKK Ontario president
Grussworte des Presidenten des DKK Ontario.

People of German, Austrian, and Swiss origins have given the world a vast variety
of achievements in music, art, literature, medicine, mathematics, transportation, scien-
tific research, and technology that are appreciated worldwide.

In our little corner of the world, Upper Canada, now Ontario, Sandhills, Berlin and
now Kitchener they have likewise contributed profoundly to the development of our
society.

The German Canadian Congress is proud to remind the Canadian Public of these
achievements. We are proud to have organized the initial German Pioneers Days with
the support of Wayne Wettlaufer, and sponsored all consequent Pioneer Days.

We invite all Canadians of Germanic background to stand by their heritage and to
join us in congratulating today’s award recipients. The contributions of our recipients,
the Alpine Club, Joseph Mausser, and the Rumpel family are each unique and awe
inspiring

Menschen deutscher, österreichischer und schweizer Abstammung haben der Welt
eine riesige Anzahl von Errungenschaften geschenkt,auf den Gebieten von Musik,
Kunst, Literatur, Medizin, Verkehrswesen, wissentschaftlicher Forschung und
Technologie, die weltweit geschätzt werden.

In unsererem kleinen Stückchen Erde, Upper Canada, nun Ontario, Sandhills,
Berlin, nun Kitchener, haben sie gleichermassen wesentlich zur Entwicklung unserer
Gesellschaft beigetragen.

Der deutsch-kanadische Kongress erinnert die Öffentlichkeit mit Stolz an diese
Errungenschaften. Wir sind stolz darauf, den ersten Pioniertag mit der Hilfe von Wayne
Wettlaufer ausgerichtet und seither alle jährlichen Pioniertage als Sponsor unterstützt zu
haben.

Wir ermutigen alle Kanadier deutscher Herkunft, sich zu diesem Erbe zu bekennen
und den heutigen Empfängern der Auszeichnungen zu gratulieren. Die Beiträge des
Alpenclubs, von Joseph Mausser und der Rumpel Familie sind alle einzigartig und ver-
dienen unsere Bewunderung.

Gerhard Griebenow
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Greetings from 
K-W Oktoberfest Inc. President
Margo Jones

LIEBE STAATSBÜRGER, FREUNDE UND LANDSLEUTE

The landscape of Waterloo Region still has countless signs of the original

German Pioneers who travelled here so many years ago. I can’t imagine how

difficult it must have been to leave family and friends behind to come to

Canada. These brave souls had likely heard of the Canadian cold and brutal

winters and could only imagine the struggles they would endure in this

strange new country. They would need to learn a new language and trust that

they would be welcomed. With the large number of German settlers who

arrived in Waterloo Region it must have made it somewhat easier for these

German Pioneers to continue to celebrate many of their traditions and bring

much needed skills to our area. 

Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest celebrates these early German Pioneers by

including over 40 Family and Cultural activities throughout our nine-day

German Community Festival. We congratulate this year’s three award

 recipients who instill so much of the original German heritage, spirit and

 character into our Region.

KITCHENER-WATERLOO OKTOBERFEST WUNSCHT IHNEN ALLES GUTE

UND VIEL KRAFT BEI DIESER WCHITIGEN ARBEIT

Margo Jones
President
K-W Oktoberfest Inc.
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2017 German Pioneers Day
aSponsorsÇ

Thank you for your very generous support!

GOLD Event Sponsor

SILVER Event Sponsor

BRONZE Event Sponsor

Schramek Holdings Inc.

BRONZE Event Sponsor

Friedel and Guderian Holdings Inc.

Fine Foods



Bill 28 - 1999 An Act to proclaim German Pioneers Day
Preamble - German immigrants began arriving in large numbers in Upper Canada, which is present day Ontario,
during the eighteenth century along with other United Empire Loyalists after the American Revolution.  They con-
tinued to settle in Ontario during the era of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert in the nineteenth  century.  They set-
tled in various areas of Ontario and especially in and around the City of Kitchener, whose annual Oktoberfest fes-
tival provides a time for all citizens of Ontario to reflect on and to celebrate our province’s living German heritage.
As one of the founding groups of Ontario, German pioneers helped settle the province and made their rich cultural
traditions and values an integral part of Canadian society.  Ontario citizens of German descent continue to make a
significant contribution to Ontario and Canada.
It is appropriate to establish a day on which to pay tribute to our historic German legacy in Ontario.
Therefore, Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of
Ontario, enacts as follows:

German Pioneers Day
1.  The day following Thanksgiving Day in each year is proclaimed as German Pioneers Day.
Commencement
2.  This Act comes into force on the day it receives Royal Assent.
Short title
3.  The short title of this Act is the German Pioneers Day Act, 1999.  

EXPLANATORY NOTE
The Bill proclaims the day after Thanksgiving Day in each year as German Pioneers Day.
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Schramek
Holdings Inc.

congratulating
this years recipients

on their achievements



THE GERMANS IN CANADA              A Historical Timetable

1664          First mention of German set-
tlers in official documents in
Quebec.

1750-52     About 2,000 German settlers
from Hannover,
Braunschweig, the Pfalz
(Palatinate), Switzerland and
from the Upper Rhine area
settle in the British colony of
Nova Scotia.

1753          German settlers founded
Lunenburg in Nova Scotia.

1760-70     Several hundred Pennsylvania Germans immigrate into the Annapolis region in Nova Scotia and to
areas of New Brunswick.

1776-83     The War of Independence in the United States. German troops fight on both sides. The commanding
officer of the German contingent in the British army is General Friedrich Adolphus von Riedesel.

1781          Mrs. von Riedesel starts the custom of decorating a Christmas tree in the headquarters of German
troops in Sorel, Quebec.

1782          The German troops of General von Riedesel build Fort Lennox in Quebec.
1783          At the conclusion of the U.S. War of Independence, several thousand Germans, discharged soldiers

and United Empire Loyalists of German origin, come north to Canada and settle in Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and along the St. Lawrence River and in the Niagara Peninsula.

1786          The first Mennonites leave the U.S.A. and settle in Upper Canada.
1788          Lord Dorchester, the British Governor in North America, establishes four districts in the newly-found-

ed province of Upper Canada. They are Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Nassau and Hesse.
1789          German Loyalists build the first Lutheran Church in the town of Williamsburg.
1794          About 200 German settlers under the leadership of William Moll Berczy participate in the founding

of Toronto and Markham.
1800          Samuel Betzner and Joseph Schoerg, Mennonites from Franklin County, Pennsylvania, buy land in the

future Waterloo County.
1805          German Company Tract (60,000 acres of Waterloo County) purchased by Lancaster County,

Pennsylvania Mennonites from Richard Beasley.
1807          Pennsylvania Mennonites purchase an additional 45,000 acres in Woolwich Township, Waterloo

County.
1821          70% of the inhabitants of Ontario are of German Origin.
1820-80     Large numbers of Germans arrive from Germany. They are mainly farmers and artisans, and they set-

tle primarily in Ontario: in Waterloo, Perth, Huron, Bruce and Grey counties.
1833          Founding of the town of Berlin, which in 1916 is renamed Kitchener. 
1862          First of 26 Saengerfests in Berlin.
1864-67     Three of the Fathers of Confederation are of German origin.
1867          At the time of Confederation, 10% of the population are of German origin.
1882          First Kindergarten in Canada in Central School now Suddaby.
1903          Sir Adam Beck establishes the Hydro-Electric Power Commission and with this act insures the supply

of electric energy to Ontario.
1910          Berlin connects to the hydro system.
1912          Luigi Paul Maria von Kunits founds the Toronto Symphony Orchestra.
1925-26     Pioneer Tower erected in honor of first German-speaking settlers in Waterloo County
1939          About 1,000 Germans from the Sudetenland emigrate to Canada. 
1950-60     Post World War II waves of German immigrants enter Canada.
2000          The first German Pioneers Day is celebrated in Kitchener                   Professor Dr. Hartmut Froeschle
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The History of the Conestoga Wagon

When we think of the settlers in the
Waterloo Region, Markham and the

Niagara area, we are always reminded of the
Mennonites and their Conestoga Wagons.
This vehicle was the mode of transportation,
used by the early pioneers. The Conestoga
Wagon originated in the Conestoga Region of
Pennsylvania and was designed and built by
German Mennonites who lived in that area.

It was of unique design, which incorporated very practical features. For instance, the bottom of
the wagon was not flat, but lower in the middle, with both ends raised. The reason was to prevent
freight, mostly barrels, to shift or roll off the wagon when traveling up or down hills.  This curve
was also carried out in the white hood that covered the wagon, with the front and rear protruding
like a bonnet to keep out the rain and the sun.
The Conestoga Wagon was not only easy to identify by its shape, but also by its colours. The
Wagon was usually painted light blue, the covering was a white canvas, the wheels were painted
red and anything made of iron was painted black.
The design was very practical and travelling wagons were self-sufficient. They carried a large box
containing most of the tools necessary to do routine maintenance and emergency repairs while on
a trip. They carried a lifting device to support the wagon when wheels had to be removed, grease
to lubricate the wheels and a tar pail to seal cracks. When crossing a river on a raft, the wheels
were often removed to prevent the vehicle to roll off the raft.
A box of feed and pails of water, containing supplies for the horses, was part of the load that was
attached to the outside of the wagon. The Conestoga Wagons came in various sizes, the larger ones
measuring about 25 feet in length and weighing 1.5 tons unladen. They could carry up to 8 tons
of freight.
In most cases the wagon was drawn by six horses. The driver would normally not sit on the
wagon, but ride the horse in front of the left wheel, from where he would have reigns to guide the
lead horse. On the left side was a seat between the front and the rear wheel, called the lazy board,
where the driver could sit, if he did not ride the horse or walk. The front and rear wheels were dif-
ferent in size, with the front ones being smaller to enable the Wagon to turn on a smaller radius.
Another version of the Conestoga Wagon was the Prairie Schooner. It was much lighter and rarely
needed more than four horses, and sometimes only two. Oxen were frequently used instead of
horses to pull the wagon. The average Prairie Schooner was fitted with a top, drawn in at both
ends, with only an oval opening to admit air and light to the interior, where women and children
usually slept and rode. In crossing the Great Plains, groups of Prairie Schooners customarily trav-
eled together for protection.
In a somewhat romantic way the Conestoga Wagon reminds us of times gone by. Times, that were
in many ways harder, but also much simpler and innocent.
While, over the years, the way to transport goods has greatly changed, this unique vehicle, the
Conestoga Wagon, has to be considered a cornerstone in the foundation on which our modern
transportation system is founded. Ernst Friedel
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PROGRAM
From 3:00 p.m. - Exhibits and Display in Rotunda

4:00 p.m. - Transylvania Brass Band, Director Andrea Emrich.
5:00 p.m. - Official Program_____________________________

Welcome
Gerhard Griebenow, Chairman

Invocation
Pastor Enzo Pellini

Pilgrim Lutheran Church, Kitchener

National Anthems of Switzerland, Austria and Germany

Greetings
Peter Fahrenholtz, General Consul Federal Republik of Germany

Ken Seiling, Chairman, Region of Waterloo
Berry Vrbanovic, Mayor, City of Kitchener

Dave Jaworsky, Mayor, City of Waterloo
Doug Craig, Mayor, City of Cambridge

Letters of Greeting
The Rt. Hon. Justin P. J. Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada

Hon. Kathleen Wynne, Premier of Ontario
Sabine Sparwasser, Ambassador, Federal Republik of Germany

Peter Fahrenholtz, German General Consulate of Toronto
Christian Lassnig, Consul and Trade Commissioner of Austria

Beat Nobs, Ambassador of Switzerland
Harold Albrecht, M.P., Kitchener-Conestoga

Bardish Chagger, M.P. Waterloo
Raj Saini, M.P., Kitchener Centre

Michael Harris, M.P.P., Kitchener- Conestoga
Catherine Fife, M.P.P., Kitchener-Waterloo
Daiene Vernile, M.P.P., Kitchener-Centre

Ken Seiling, Chairman, Region of Waterloo
Berry Vrbanovic, Mayor, Kitchener
Dave Jaworsky, Mayor, Waterloo
Doug Craig, Mayor, Cambridge

James Skidmore, Director of Waterloo Centre for German Studies
Carola Lange, DKK National President

Gerhard Griebenow, DKK Ontario President
Margo Jones, President, K-W Oktoberfest Inc.
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Introduction of Guests

Peter Fahrenholtz, Generalkonsul der Bundesrepublik Deutschland

Michael Lauber, Deputy Consul Bundesrepublik Deutschland

Christian Lassnig, Consul and Trade Commissioner of Austria

Bardish Chagger, M.P. Waterloo

Raj Saini, M.P., Kitchener Centre

Daiene Vernile, M.P.P., Kitchener Centre

Michael Harris, M.P.P., Kitchener-Conestoga

Catherine Fife, M.P.P., Kitchener-Waterloo

Marilyn Wettlaufer

Anton Baumann, President, Association of Danube Swabians

John Werner, President, Alliance of Transylvania Saxons

James Breithaupt, Q.C., former Chairman, German Pioneers Day Event

Harry Drung, President, G.C.B. & P.A. of K-W

Reinhard Schmidt, President, Transylvania Club

David Mendler, German Canadian Hunting & Fishing Club

Monika Anstedt, President, Schwaben Club

Bill Poje, President, Alpine Club

Rob Kerr, President, Concordia Club

Helene Schramek, President, German Canadian Remembrance Society

Margo Jones, President, Oktoberfest Inc.

Monica Reid, Chair, Christkindl Market

James Skidmore, Director of Waterloo Centre for German Studies
Carola Lange, DKK National President

Christian Klein, Pres. Historical Society of Mecklenburg Upper Canada
and Society of East German Heritage

Helga Rakosi-Groh, President Baltic Society, Toronto Chapter

Ernst Friedel, Director, German Canadian Congress Ontario

German Pioneers Day 2017 31



32 German Pioneers Day 2017

Presentation of Plaques

Rumpel Family
Presentation by Helene Schramek

Interlude

Alpine Dancers

Alpine Club
Presentation by Ernst Friedel

Joseph Mausser
Presentation by Helene Schramek 

“O Canada” (Everybody sings)

O Canada!

Our home and native land!

True patriot love in all thy sons command.

With glowing hearts we see thee rise,

The True North strong and free!

From far and wide,

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

God keep our land glorious and free!

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
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NATIONALHYMNEN
Deutschland
Einigkeit und Recht und Freiheit
Für das deutsche Vaterland!
Danach lasst uns alle streben
Brüderlich mit Herz und Hand!
Einigkeit und Recht und Freiheit
Sind des Glückes Unterpfand.
Blüh’ im Glanze dieses Glückes,
Blühe, deutsches Vaterland!
Blüh’ im Glanze dieses Glückes,
Blühe, deutsches Vaterland!

Österreich
Land der Berge, Land am Strome,
Land der Äcker, Land der Dome,
Land der Hämmer, zukunftsreich!
Heimat bist du grosser Söhne,
Volk, begnadet für das Schöne,
vielgerühmtes Österreich,
vielgerühmtes Österreich!

Schweiz
Trittst im Morgenrot daher,
Seh’ ich dich im Strahlenmeer,
Dich, du Hocherhabener, Herrlicher!
Wenn der Alpen Firn sich rötet,
Betet, freie Schweizer, betet.
Eure fromme Seele ahnt
Eure fromme Seele ahnt
Gott im hehren Vaterland!
Gott, den Herrn, im hehren Vaterland!



THE RUMPEL FAMILY
Unrest in the German Confederation
German nationalism rapidly shifted from its liberal and democratic character in 1848
as Prussian prime minister Otto von Bismarck sought to extend Prussian dominance
throughout the German states; to do so, meant the unification of the German states
and the elimination of Prussia’s rival, Austria, from the subsequent empire. 
What transpired was a series of events that included: German Revolutions of 1848–
49; Danish-Prussian War of 1864; Austro-Prussian War of 1866; Franco-Prussian War
of 1870. 
What emerged was The German Empire (Deutsches Reich); the historical German
nation state that existed from the Unification of Germany in 1871 to the abdication of
Kaiser Wilhelm II in 1918, when Germany became a federal republic.
Social unrest due to wars led to young enterprising Germans to find opportunities in
the new world of North America. Ontario welcomed several of these immigrants who
brought with them strong ethics in culture, education & faith; a desire to work
towards a solid future for generations to come; a drive to help better the communities
which had welcomed them. 

Sons of Ernst Frederich Rumpel (1805-1862) & 
Susanne Friedericke Kahl (d 1893) of Mülhausen: 
furniture manufacturer of Saxony
Ernst Friedrich was a master cabinet maker and furniture maker in Mülhausen,
Thuringen, Prussia. Writers and composers had earned the town a reputation as a
centre of Protestant church music.
Before his death in 1862 at 57 yrs, Friedrich had encouraged his eldest son to immi-
grate to Ontario.
By the time of Friedericke [Kahl] Rumpel’s death in 1893, four of their five sons had
followed that dream as they turned 18 yrs old. Their schooling and apprenticeship
had equipped each of them with a solid skill, a means of self support and a drive to
succeed. It’s obvious that this centre of culture & religion had a great impact on the
sons of Frederich & Ricke Rumpel as they continued to be strong supporters of family,
church & community in Ontario.
Strong bonds were evident between the families in Ontario and back in the old coun-
try as they continued to correspond and travel several times back to Thuringen until
the advent of WWI.
Both of Frederich’s 2 daughters, Sophie & Johanne, married and remained in
Germany.
The eldest son, Wilhelm, immigrated to Ontario in 1855 and established a vibrant
business as a cabinet maker in Lowville, Halton County where water power and mill
sites existed for his business. 
Mr. Rumpel’s furniture factory supplied the neighbourhood with fine furniture, some
of which is still in use.
After Wilhelm’s sudden death in 1870, his wife, Eliza Burkholder carried on the busi-
ness and raised her young family. After 1891, Eliza followed some of her grown &
married children to Michigan USA. 
Wilhelm must have been very proud that his skills, training & success allowed him to
acquire his own business, property & shop. His success & status in Nelson Twp
enabled his sons & daughters to marry into the founding families of the township.
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His enthusiasm for business & community inspired his brothers to follow him to
Ontario. 

The second son, Karl, married in Potsdam while serving in the
Prussian Army.
The third son, Gottfried Rumpel, followed his eldest brother in 1866 & immigrated to
Nelson Twp, Ontario. By 1871 he was employed as a cabinet maker for his father in
law Daniel Springer in Nelson, Halton Co, owner of a large shop with a turning lathe
and water power for cabinet making. Gottfried married Mary Jane Springer who was
a cousin of Moses Springer of Waterloo County fame and were living with Daniel
Springer and his family. By 1875 Gottfried and his family had moved to Hamilton
where he owned his own cabinet making shop making wood and upholstered house-
hold furniture. He continued to work as a cabinet maker until his death in 1921. 
The fifth son, August, had also been trained as a cabinet maker & followed his older
brothers to Ontario in 1880 at 27 yrs of age. He decided to settle in Detroit Michigan
where he married Anna, sister of George Rumpel’s wife Wilhelmine, and carried on
business as a cabinet maker. Three sons were successful in different technical occu-
pations and his fourth son conducted a business in photoengraving and moved to
Grosse Point Park, Michigan. 

Johann GEORGE* RUMPEL – “The Felt King of Canada”
The fourth son born in 1850, George Rumpel, president of the Berlin Felt Boot
Company, is remembered as being among the worthy Canadian citizens who had
immigrated from Germany. George completed his schooling at fourteen years and
then apprenticed to a shoemaker, serving a three years’ term of indenture. He after-
ward traveled and worked as a journeyman for three years before becoming a master
workman.
Hoping to enjoy better business opportunities in the new world, where wages were
generally higher and competition not so great, George followed his 2 older brothers &
settled in Hamilton in 1868. He secured employment until 1874 as a shoemaker at
John McPherson Co, manufacturers of boot and shoes; a major industrial enterprise
with a totally mechanized production. For George, this would have been a new expe-
rience as a master shoemaker working in a large factory that conducted an extensive
national business. Here he met seamstresses, supervisors, salesmen, suppliers, pur-
chasers, wholesalers. This experience would have given him an entrepreneurial taste
of his future. 
In 1872, George & Wilhelmine Hartmann were married in Hamilton by Pastor
Immanuel Wurster of St Peter’s Lutheran Church of Preston.
George had grown up in Mühlhausen, Thuringen where a strong history in music and
culture instilled in him a love of music & singing that took him to Berlin/Kitchener
ON for Saengerfest in 1874. 
The birthplace of felt manufacturing in Canada was Berlin, and the father of the
industry was George Rumpel. 
He established the industry on a firm foundation and continued to be its leader until
his death in 1916. He had become known across Canada as “The Felt King”. 
In 1875 he had moved to Berlin and for two years was in the employ of the Berlin Felt
Boot Company, in the basement of the button factory of Jacob Y Shantz on King &
Railway (College) Sts. In 1879 he bought the felt business from Jacob Y Shantz and
located it in the building of the former Berlin Pioneer Tobacco Manufacturing Co on
Victoria & Waterloo Sts. George had brought patterns with him from Germany and it
was about this time that George & Minna started making felt slippers in their first
house on Church St and selling them door to door. 
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While a youth in Germany he had picked up a little knowledge of felt making and see-
ing the possibilities for a market in Canada, he ventured into the manufacture of felt.
It was necessary to design his own machinery and work out the right processes; he
persevered until he was able to turn out a successful product.
As his felt making and shoe manufacturing businesses became more established,
George sought to expand his business across Canada and into Europe. In 1886 he
exhibited his products at the Colonial and Indian exhibition in London, England. The
Berlin Felt Boot Co, Berlin, Ontario, showed a single pair of men’s, very rough, short
Wellingtons made on a blocked felt stocking as a lining 3/8 of an inch thick, coming
to the knee. 
In the mid 1890’s he also presented his products in a Paris Manufacturing exhibit. 
For the first few years he made what is known as a "lumberman’s sock", a felt shoe
about ankle high, over which are worn rubber or leather boots. After a time he added
the manufacture of leather boots. When he had put the business on a paying basis, he
went to Germany and made a detailed study of the manufacture of felt, and with the
knowledge thus gained he was able rapidly to develop his business. Having a great
deal of respect for German engineering, George imported machinery & equipment to
expand his manufacturing in Berlin.
On Tuesday 16 February 1904, disaster struck the
city of Berlin; Berlin Felt Boot Company and the
Rumpel family. In frigid temperatures and strong
NW winds, fire consumed the 3 story buildings,
wiping out two immense factories with a loss
between $100,000 and $150,000 and putting 160
people out of work. As floors, roofs and walls tum-
bled into the basement, smoldering embers were
blown over the business and residential sections of
the town. By the next day, charred embers were
strewn all over streets, lawns, housetops for half a
mile downwind. Had it not been for the heavy snow
covering on the roofs, the inevitable consequence
makes one shudder. All that remained was the long
low felt factory across the road with its contents
intact & a large frame storehouse beside the Grand
Trunk siding.
Twenty-six years of labor in establishing a very suc-
cessful business had been wiped out of existence in
a couple of hours!
This fire had left George with a profound sense of
loss; the destruction of buildings, business, & equip-
ment; the loss of supplies & product; the injuries &
burns suffered by the firefighters & his own sons;
the massive threat of destruction to the nearby busi-
nesses & homes. 
A course of action for George followed: he rebuilt
bigger & better; he sold his company; he invested in another type of business new on
the horizon. 
As well as being a good business man, George Rumpel found time to take an active
part in civic affairs, as he believed every citizen should do, according to the measure
of his ability. His career in business had won the confidence of his fellow citizens and
his genial personality held their friendship and esteem. At one time or another they
elected him to nearly every office in the town and city.
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Mr. Rumpel was a member of several local associations, & usually refused the public
appointments offered him. However, he had filled some local positions, being a mem-
ber of the council for eight years, while in 1897 he was elected reeve and in 1898 was
mayor of Berlin. During that appointment Council succeeded in securing municipal
ownership of the water works, which has proved to be Berlin’s best public utility.
Prior to that time it had been operated by private individuals. This action was
opposed by many citizens and a heated campaign preceded the completion of the
deal. Later, Mr. Rumpel’s superior judgment and foresight were acknowledged. He
then became chairman of the water works commission and member of the park board,
on which he served as chairman for several years. Likewise, as a member of the Board
of Trade he worked effectively in behalf of public welfare and progress for a long peri-
od. He proved himself to be an able business man. As a citizen, he was esteemed for
his many excellent qualities. 
He was a director of The Economical Mutual Fire Insurance Company Ltd, also of the
"Daily Record". 
As Berlin developed a far-reaching reputation for manufacturing & delivering quality
products, several local, successful entrepreneurs started thinking & planning around
a vision for the town of Berlin. They set up the "Berlin Civic Association" 1912-1914
with former mayor W H Schmalz as President. A meeting was organized for Civic
groups, Boards of Trade, Mayors of all towns & cities in Western Ontario on "Town
Planning " to discuss establishing planning for growth in cities, keeping in mind that
future growth had to be planned for, & guided in order to maximize appearance and
function.
The "Berlin Civic Association" initiated the development of a long range plan for
Berlin with Charles W Leavitt Jr, landscape architect & planner of New York City,
USA.
This idea of town planning was a new concept. What resulted was a report on man-
aging & planning everything from parks to culture to roads to municipal buildings; it
was the complete prescription for controlled growth towards a successful & beautiful
future. This Association included several members with strong German roots who
were sharing their good fortune & success with their adopted country & town. 

German Pioneers Day 2017 37

Forest Hill, circa 1940, with it’s gardens, fountain, solarium , shooting gallery, bowling alley and
stables.



It was about this time, that the Board of Trade and Berlin City Council developed
policies that would serve to enhance the stature of Berlin as a business centre. They
encouraged companies and new businesses to set up in Berlin by offering them mort-
gages at lower rates and grants of 5 years tax relief if they employed a minimum num-
ber of workers. 
He belonged to St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, in which he served as deacon, and his
humanitarian spirit was frequently manifested in his liberal contributions to church
and to charity. His beautiful residence called Forest Hill, situated on King and
Cameron streets, was considered the finest home in Berlin; Mr. Rumpel had gained a
position of prominence and distinction.
Although his career had not been filled with thrilling incidents, his life story could
serve to demonstrate to young people the power of honesty and integrity, of diligence
and perseverance in insuring success. Aside from his business interests his life had
been actuated by unselfish motives, prompted by patriotism and guided by truth and
justice.
By 1907, Berlin Felt Boot Co Ltd was listed as producing felt footwear, hairfelt & knit-
ted stockings.
When he sold the business in 1909 to The Canadian Consolidated Felt Company Ltd,
it had grown from a venture employing three hands to an industry giving employ-
ment to three hundred people, whose product was distributed all over Canada. Mr.
Rumpel continued with the new owners for three years as president until 1912.
Upon selling his company to Consolidated Felt, George Rumpel expanded into a min-
ing operation at Rumpelville, Thetford, Quebec; The Berlin Asbestos Co began min-
ing, processing & shipping asbestos fibre to United States. 
The crude mineral was crushed into silky fibres which were used for valve and
engine packing, mill-board, sheeting, and other construction products. The principal
quarries were in Thetford Twp, Province of Quebec. 
By 1910, Europe was on the verge of WWI; The Americans were using asbestos to pro-
tect military personnel & equipment from the ravages of fire. 
In 1912 George sold his Berlin Asbestos Company in Quebec after deciding to set up
both of his sons in business. He built The Walter Rumpel Felt Company Ltd. in the
same business block, beginning again in a small way, employing only ten or twelve
workmen, to manufacture shoe felts. In addition, he set up the Oscar Rumpel Shoe
Manufacturing Co at Queen St & Courtland Ave. 
The enterprise was one of importance, furnishing employment to about one hundred
and seventy-five workers. The business was contained in three factories and the plant
covered an area of about ten acres, while the trade extended throughout Canada. The
business had constantly grown and developed under the able management and keen
eye of Mr. Rumpel, who had seized every opportunity for success and had used every
means to the best possible advantage. He kept his factory equipped with the latest
improved machinery and he always made it a point to pay good living wages. 
Wilhelmine Hartmann ; Family of Hans Ernst Hartmann & Wilhelmine Jane
Geisenheimer of Oppurg, Sachsen Weimar, Prussia
For the family of Hans Hartmann & Wilhelmine Geisenheimer of Prussia, it was a dif-
ferent story from that of the Rumpel sons who knew that they would be successful
with hard work. The young women in the Hartmann family were hoping for a chance
of a better life in a new country. 
They immigrated between 1865 & 1910; as widow, orphan, single, or alone. They fol-
lowed an older sister, Emma who had married Julius Winckler & settled in Hamilton. 
In 1872, George Rumpel & Wilhelmine Hartmann were married in Hamilton, Ontario
and later settled in Berlin, Ontario. 
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Within a few years, many of these men & women followed George & Minna Rumpel
to settle in Berlin, Waterloo Co. The youngest woman in this family, Anna, continued
on to Detroit, Michigan. 
In Berlin, Minna as wife of George Rumpel was committed to being responsible for
her Hartmann relatives. As tragedy struck their families, she took in young or
orphaned nieces & nephews, an aged aunt; she ensured that they had a home, got an
education or trade, and saw them into occupations and on their way. Early in her mar-
ried life, she had become the successful matriarch with a strong sense of community,
dedication to her family, commitment to the success of her husband & dedication to
her church. 
Proud of her heritage, she ensured that her children travelled back to Germany to visit
their roots; she brought back art, porcelain & china. She encouraged her children to
take part in the various aspects of community life; they worked in theatre, music &
social groups & were active in municipal affairs and community groups. Wilhelmine
herself was president of the first women’s auxiliary for the new Berlin Hospital. She
had become a strong member of the Berlin women whose task was to support a solid
& vibrant community life for the enrichment of all. 

The family of Johann George* Rumpel (1850-1916) & Wilhelmine
Hartmann (1852-1919)
The eldest son, Oskar, born 1873 in Hamilton married in 1900 to Ada Hilborn of
Berlin Ontario. Oscar was an outstanding figure industrially as a shoemaker and
socially for a number of years, having served as a member of Town Council, the K-W
Collegiate Board, the K-W Hospital Commission and the Waterloo Mutual Fire
Insurance Company. He was an active member of the Board of Trade. Having gradu-
ated from the Eastman Business College, Poughkeepsie, NY, USA, he entered the felt
business with his father. After the Berlin Felt Boot Company had been sold to the
Consolidated Felt Company he continued as General Manager. Until 1929 he had
been identified with one phase or another of the felt industry, of which his father was
the pioneer in Canada. In 1913 his father set up The Oscar Rumpel Shoe
Manufacturing Co. In the old shirt factory of Williams, Green and Rome on Queen St
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Hartman, Hilda Rumpel, 2 Hartmann relatives, Oscar Rumpel. 



South and with about 20 employees began the manufacture of felt slippers, selling
them to retailers & mail order houses.   
He made a definite contribution to the development of sports in the City; he was one
of the owners of the Berlin Hockey team, president of the Kitchener Hockey
Association and was one of those who pioneered the YMCA here. He was a member
of several men’s social clubs in Kitchener, including the K-W Rotary Club and a direc-
tor of the old Grand River Golf and Country Club. Oscar was interested in radio devel-
opment & in 1922 he set up Kitchener’s first broadcasting station in their house on
Cameron St and operated CJCF under the license owned by the Kitchener Daily
Record. He was also keenly interested in drama and was identified with amateur the-
atre as a young man. Oscar was an expert amateur movie photographer & producer
whose films of local industrial & news scenes were shown across Canada. 

Two children, Ida and Victor died
as young children.
The eldest daughter, Olga who was born in
1879, married in 1902 to Harry* Dales
McKellar, salesman with McKellar and
Dallas, wholesale boot and shoe firm in
Toronto. In time he became sales manager &
Vice President at the Oscar Rumpel Ltd. He
sat on boards of directors of several compa-
nies in the shoe and felt industry in Toronto
& Berlin.
Hilda born in 1891, married in 1916 to
Stanley L Reade, bank manager in Toronto. 
Walter born 1885 married in 1910 to Marion
Cook [Koch] of Berlin. 
The son of a successful manufacturer, who
finds the responsibilities of an established
business thrust upon him, starts with a
handicap, for it is expected that he will take
up the enterprise and carry it forward to still
greater achievement; every step that he
takes is watched and criticized in the light
of his illustrious father’s record of accom-
plishment. It was in such a position that W
G Rumpel was placed upon the decease of
his father; but he showed himself capable of
maintaining and enhancing the prestige of an honoured family name. He was educat-
ed as a mechanical engineer at the Potsdam School of Technology, Potsdam, New
York, and upon graduation he took charge of the mechanical department of his
father’s plant. When the business was taken over by The Canadian Consolidated Felt
Company Walter continued with them as mechanical supervisor as well as being sent
to be General Manager & Machinist of Mines at The Berlin Asbestos Co in Thetford,
Quebec. In 1912 his father established the Walter G Rumpel Felt Co, the business
which was later incorporated as The Rumpel Felt Company Limited. In 1930 Walter
was appointed Manager & President of the company. Walter was well known for
designing & building his own equipment & machines, many of which were still oper-
ating when the plant ceased operation many years later. All kinds of felts were man-
ufactured, including shoe felts, saddlery felts and hair felts for insulation. The prod-
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Walter G Rumpel taken about 1930 when he
became General Manager & President of The
Rumpel Felt Co Ltd, Kitchener Ontario.



ucts were marketed to jobbers all over Canada by the Company’s own travelling sales-
men and were used extensively in WWII. Walter was a musician with a well known
orchestra and in his youth he was a member of the Fred Krug Orchestra, widely
known throughout the province as a leading musical organization. During the same
period he became interested in radio and helped a nephew, Carl Rumpel, later of New
York City, with constructing Kitchener’s first radio station. Long prominent in the
industrial life of Kitchener, Walter G Rumpel, president and general manager, died in
1944 at the age of 59 years after suffering a heart attack at his office. 
Walter was succeeded by his only son John, born 1916. John worked diligently to
expand the felt business with products such as saddle felt to Mexico and S America.
In addition, he participated in local affairs such as management of the KW Dutchmen
Hockey Team and being head of the Auditorium Board of Management. John was
active in the company until he died in 2008 at 92 yrs of age with almost 70 years of
service.
John’s son David joined the firm in
1966 after obtaining his engineering
degree & his MBA, working his way
up to being factory manager. He & his
father worked as a team and travelled
worldwide visiting felt and equip-
ment manufacturers to obtain the lat-
est technology in order to create a
modern wool and synthetic felt oper-
ation. They expanded their exports
into Australia and New Zealand.
Responding to new markets, they con-
tinued to expand the business into
new products in the sports, health &
industrial uses as well as manufactur-
ing a wide range of synthetic felts.
Different felts were produced for uses
varying from tailoring of men’s suits,
wicks in transformers, orthopedic
applications, to safety padding in
sports equipment & winter boots. The
business increased to where half of
their sales were into the USA. 
Eventually, due to declining demand
for felt, the family made the decision
to close the company in 2008. It fell to
David, the 4th generation of felt mak-
ers, to dispose of the business, build-
ings, equipment & assets. 
With ever increasing prominence and distinction the name of Rumpel has been iden-
tified with manufacturing in Kitchener, one of Ontario’s most important industrial
centres. Products carrying that name to all parts of the Dominion have added in no
small degree to the prestige of the city. 
The closed factory was purchased by the Region of Waterloo and the 1912 building
was given a heritage designation. It will live on, forming part of the new Regional
Transportation Hub. This is the very same Hub that had been suggested in the 1914
Levitt Planning document for the City of Berlin; so we are honoured & pleased that
the name of Rumpel will continue to be recognized by the Community. 
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Rumpel, John W 1916-2008 & son David J Rumpel
taken in 1985 in John's office at The Rumpel Felt Co
Ltd.  The picture was taken on the occasion of the
company being in business for 110 yrs.



Our Roots
Gottschee was a German settlement that last-
ed 600 years in the region of Krain of what
was the southern part of the Austrian
Hungarian Empire; the area is part of
Slovenia today.
This originally densely wooded area was of
economic value to the Habsburg Aristocracy,
as its population was obliged to pay tribute to
them, and it was of strategic importance to the
Empire as the farmers defended its south-
eastern region.
From 1330 on Gottschee was settled with German speaking subjects from
Eastern Tyrol and Carinthia and later supplemented by 300 families from
Frankonia and Thuringia.
Even though the settlers were subjects to their Feudal Lands, they were
offered more freedom than elsewhere in the Empire and granted ownership
of their land. In return they became “Wehrbauern” (farmers with a duty to
defend against invaders).
The language of the people was and stayed “Bajuwarisch”, closely related to
the basic speech of East-Tyrol, Upper-Carinthia and Bavaria of the time,
eventually known as “Gottscheerisch”.
Despite the given special privileges life in this area posed considerable hard-
ships over the years:

(l) The area is made up of Karst, a porous rock that does not hold water
and forms multiple underground caves, thus making farming chal-
lenging.

(2) Depending on the levy of the Feudal Masters, the farmers were barely
able to make a living, although eventually their life improved. In the
14th century they were granted priests to serve their spiritual needs.
In 1471 the Emperor granted Gottschee city “Markt” rights, after
which fortifications began, wall and towers were constructed. A
judge and municipal council were elected, white and blue were now
the colours of the city Gottschee. Hoping to improve the plight of the
impoverished citizens, the Emperor issued a charter in 1492, permit-
ting the people of Gottschee to sell and trade what they produced,
livestock, linen and other items, also known as “Hausierhandel”, and
in 1792 the region became a duchy of the empire.
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(3) At least 10 Turkish invasions, the most devastating in 1528 and 1538,
looted and devastated the area. Although many Gottscheers survived
these assaults by hiding in the area’s caves, their population declined
from 1300 to 700 families.

(4) Then waves of the bubonic plague in 1578, 1600, and 1601 further
decimated their population.

(5) Next armies of Napoleon Bonaparte swept over the region. Because
the Gottscheers dared to rebel, the army was given permission to loot
their settlements.

After the Napoleonic War the city and villages of Gottschee once again
became part of Austria, and a period of prosperity saw the population grow
to a high of 26 000 in the 1880’s. However, the region could not sustain this
growth due to the limited opportunities at home. Many Gottscheers went
abroad to the New World. Although quite a few returned with their savings,
a large number did not.
World War 1 with its tragic outcome marked the beginning of Gottschee’s
decline. In 1918 the leaders of the “Deutscher Volksrat” published a pam-
phlet, entitled: “Gottscheerland-Merkblatt zu den Friedensverhandlungen”
in which they pointed out that the area included seventeen German parishes
and that the land registry records 47 centers all of which comprised a con-
stituency. 
However, the newly formed Kingdom of Yugoslavia had little regard for the
interests of the Gottscheers. Although the new state did promise to safeguard
constitutionally the rights of all its citizens, these promises were not kept.
On January 1st of 1919 all German teachers and civil servants in Gottschee
were dismissed, the trade school in Gottschee was closed. The German
Students Residence Society, The German School Association and the
Athletic Club were dissolved, the Student Residency appropriated. Again,
many Gottscheers left their homeland to look for work in Austria, Germany
and the United
States.
The beginning
of the end for
the Gottscheers
came in 1941,
when Hitler 
transferred 
Krain to Italy.
As part of this
deal about 11
300 Gottscheers
were relocated
into Eastern
Slovenia 
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(Lower Styria) around the towns of Rann (Brezice) and Gurkfeld (Krsko).
When this area was re-conquered by the Yugoslavian Partisan army under
Tito in 1945, the Gottscheers were driven out and became refugees in Austria
and Germany  where they eventually found homes or emigrated further  to
the United States, Canada and other countries as a means to rebuild their
lives after the incredible hardships of the past decade. They put behind them
the hundreds of years of struggles to maintain their identity. Through numer-
ous Clubs and Associations in the USA, Canada, Austria and Germany, the
legacy of Gottschee lives on.

-synopsis by Edith Herold
Alpine Club beginnings
As many Gottscheers left much behind with the post-World War II emigra-
tion, certain areas became regions of Gottscheer revival in North America.
Primarily they were in Ridgewood, New York; Cleveland, Ohio; Chicago,
Illinois; Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Toronto and Kitchener, Ontario. 
Being new immigrants in the community, many Gottscheers would frequent-
ly get together. The need to socialize was always strong as they learned the
challenging English language, acquired jobs, started and raised their families.
The heritage and journey that many made while growing up made them very
determined, industrious hard workers. They had the love of song, music and
of course the foods from home. In 1953 the vision of a group of countrymen
from Gottschee was realized and The Alpine Club was founded. The original
founder, Wilhelm Hoegler, was joined by Walter Mausser, August Göstel,
Cyril Hribar, Frank Hutter, Bert Kresse, Josef Mausser, Anton Pleschinger,
Josef Primosch and Josef Sigmund who brought this club to life.
The club house was built in 1958 with the financial assistance and active
involvement by the members at that time under the leadership of the then
president, Richard Mausser. Expansions were added in 1961 and 1970 to
what is we know today standing at 464 Maple Avenue in Kitchener. The lead-
ership of the club since inception was with the following presidents:
Wilhelm Hoegler, Hugo Eppich, Richard Mausser, Sepp Mausser, Anton
Pleschinger, Hans Kroisenbrunner Sr., Helmut Herold, Frank Spoenlein,
Alois Stalzer, Hansi Kroisenbrunner and the current president, Bill Poje. 

What we do
With over 200 members, The Alpine Club also has over the decades had
numerous Untergruppen: The Alpine Dancers, The Ladies Auxiliary Edel -
weiss, Alpine Club Bowlers and card group. There was a time when there
was a dance or event to attend almost every weekend at the club. These
events included Bauernball, the Card Parties, an Anniversary Banquet, the
Crowning of Miss Alpine Club, Freundschaftstanz, Ein Abend Im Alpenland,
our Annual Members Picnic, Gottscheer Treffen, Oktoberfest, the Children’s
Christmas Party and a New Year’s Eve Dance. Most of these still happen on
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a yearly basis today. Additions to this list most recently include both March -
toberfest and the Oktoberfest Premiere Event of So You Think You Can Tanz.

As the various Gottscheer areas in North America grew, several members of
Kitchener’s Alpine Club felt it was time to start a new tradition. And so the
first Gottscheer Reunion was first held at the Alpine Club in 1963 as a way
for fellow Gottscheers from near and far to gather, rekindle and reminisce
about the old country. It has since been hosted annually alternately by
Gottscheer clubs in Cleveland, Milwaukee, New York, Toronto and
Kitchener. We have celebrated over 53 years of friendship, tradition and
made memories which help our countrymen to pass on the legacy to the next
generation. 

Club members have always been part of the business community. They
include home construction, grocery store owners, plumbing/mechanical
companies, furniture manufacturing, commercial property owners/manage-
ment. Also skilled/industrious trades people, lawyers, teachers and artists
but to name a few are part of the fabric of our members.

Formed from the very beginning as a social not for profit club the Alpine
each year continues to provide a charitable donation to help others. Over the
years donations have been made to our local hospitals, heart/stroke, cancer,
mental health, women’s shelter, hospices, food for learning to name but a
few. Again this is part of our fabric. 

The Alpine Club is rich in heritage and tradition, but has been able to move
forward with the new trends and hope that you will join us at any of our
events throughout the year. Check out our events listings and join us for a
memorable night of camaraderie and fun – we welcome everyone to our
house that is the Alpine Club – We would love to have you!
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JOSEPH (SEPP) MAUSSER
Nominee for German Heritage Pioneer 2017

Joseph Mausser was born December 23, 1903 in
Ebental, Gottschee, Austria, (today Slovenia), the sec-
ond of 12 children (Ludwig, Joseph, Maria,
Leopoldine, Walter, Sophie, Walter, Ernst, Erna,
Frieda, Helene, Alfred) born to Mathias Mausser and
Josefa Lobe.
Joseph, as all his siblings did, worked on his parents’
small farm, Gasthaus and grocery store. However, the
size of the farm was insufficient to support a large
family, so the elder two siblings decided to leave their
home. The prospect of employment in Gottschee was
slim and immigration to USA and Canada was tempt-
ing. His older brother, Ludwig, had already immigrat-
ed to USA. Joseph was recruited to come to Canada to
work on a farm at Prelate, Saskatchewan. Father
Kirdorf of Winnipeg was prominent in getting
German speaking immigrants to Manitoba, Sas katche -

wan and Alberta to work on farms. Joseph immigrated to Canada in 1925, arriving in
Halifax. 
When his obligatory farm work term was completed and having heard from friends
that there was a large German speaking population in Kitchener, Joseph moved to this
city. Some of his acquaintances were watchmaker Andrew Morscher, father of lawyer
Arthur Morscher, John Reichenauer, etc. 
Joseph and his future bride, Frieda Ruppe, knew each other already in Gottschee.
Frieda came to Canada in 1929. She also travelled initially to and worked in
Saskatchewan. They became reacquainted here in Kitchener and married in 1931 at
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St. Mary’s Church in Kitchener. They were
blessed with a daughter, Josephine.
Josephine married (the late) Alfred Pucher
and they were blessed with a daughter,
Susan, and twin grandsons, Andrew and
Adam.
Joseph worked for Kitchener construction
companies: Dunker Construction and Ball
Brothers Construction. After World War 2,
Joseph supervised the building of one hun-
dred houses bounded by Shoemaker
Avenue (now known as Stirling Avenue
South), Lorne Crescent, St. Claire Avenue
and Seneca Drive. While at Ball Brothers,
he also supervised the construction of the
footing and foundation of the impressive
headquarters of the Bank of Nova Scotia in
1949, which is located at 44 King street
West, Toronto. Upon the completion of this project, he returned to Kitchener and
founded his own company: 

Joseph Mausser General Contractor Ltd.
Joseph bought a tract of land bounded by Highland Road, Stirling Avenue South (then
Shoemaker) and Heiman Street. He developed the land and constructed many single-
family residential homes and multiplex apartment buildings in this area. Mausser
Avenue and Gottscheer Court were named by the City of Kitchener in honour of
Joseph Mausser. Several more multiplex apartment buildings were built by Joseph
Mausser Construction Ltd. along Weber Street in Kitchener. 
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Furthermore, Joseph Mausser donated the property at 245 Lorne Avenue to the City
of Kitchener in order for St. Bernadette Catholic Elementary School to be built.

The Walper Hotel, under the ownership of Mr. Joe Zuber Sr., was one of many fre-
quent customers of Mausser Construction Ltd. for many years for new installations
and for renovations. 

Joseph donated a large portion of the property known as Mausser Park, which is adja-
cent to Mausser Avenue near the intersection of Mausser Avenue and Stirling Avenue
South to the City of Kitchener. Furthermore, the property bounded by Mill Park
Drive, Huron Road and the Grand River in Kitchener’s south end was also owned by
Joseph Mausser and was donated to the City of Kitchener. 

One of his outstanding accomplishments was his effort and leadership in bringing
more than sixty relatives and friends to Canada. He looked after all the government
required paperwork as well as, in a lot of cases, initial housing and employment
which then would lead to permanent settlement in the Kitchener area. All newcom-
ers, who Joseph had sponsored, have adjusted well and contributed enormously to
the local economy. They added greatly to the cultural mosaic of Canada and became
well respected citizens of Canada. 

Joseph was a founding member of the Alpine Club of Kitchener in 1953 and was pres-
ident of the Alpine Club in 1956, 1962-1966.

Joseph’s wife, Frieda, passed away on February 18, 1990. 

Joseph Mausser passed away 9 days later on February 27, 1990.
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Deutsch-Kanadischer Jagd und Fischverein

Celebrating over 60 years

The German-Canadian Hunting & Fishing
Club is honoured to participate in the
German Pioneers Day 2017 celebration
and extends a congratulations to all the
deserving community groups being recog-
nized this year for their Germanic Heritage
contribution.

Ideal setting for Outdoor & Indoor Events
Nestled on eight acres of countryside surrounded by trees,
 flowers, and a pond with relaxing spray fountain. Allow us to tan-
talize your taste buds with a parade of special dishes prepared
 exclusively for you and your guests with our well known exquisite
European cuisine.

1605 Bleams Road, Mannheim, ON www.gchfc.ca
Tel- 519-634-8491 Follow us on 

Facebook & Twitter



THE TRANSYLVANIA CLUB SALUTES THE PAST AND 
PRESENT RECIPIENTS OF THE GERMAN PIONEERS DAY AWARD

2007
St. Mary’s R.C. Church,

Kitchener
Concordia Choirs
St. John’s Lutheran Church

(ELCIC), Waterloo
St. Boniface Church, R.C.,

Maryhill
Historic St. Paul’s Lutheran

Church (LCC), Kitchener

2008
Mabel Berta Dunham (D.Litt.)
Transylvania Band
Martha Grace Schmidt (LL.D.)

2009
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran

Church (ELCIC), Cambridge
Bethel Evangelical Lutheran

Church (LLC), Kitchener
Huber Family
Paul Tuerr

2010
Betzner Family
Heffner Family
Schoerg Family
Scholtes Family

2011
Benton Street Baptist Church,

Kitchener
Central Baptist Church,

Kitchener
Walter J. Hachborn
Absalom Shade

2012
The Beingessner Family
The Bitzer Family
The Waterloo Historical Society
The City of  Berlin/Kitchener

(Cityhood)
2013

Ron Schlegel
Joerg Stieber 
The Preston Scout House Drum

and Bugle Band
2014

Martin Family
Concordia Club

2015
Wayne Wettlaufer
Hespeler Family
The Schwaben Club of

Kitchener
2016

Ahrens Family
Transylvania Club
City of  Waterloo

2017
Rumpel Family
Joseph Mausser
Alpine Club

2001
Abraham Erb Family

2002
Kuntz Family Award
J.M. Schneider Family
Breithaupt Family

2003
Eby Family 
Region of  Waterloo
Bartleman
Schreiter Furniture 

2004
Markham Historical Society
Historic Thornhill
Pennsylvania Folklore

Society
Settlers Association,

Markham

2005
Joseph Schneider Haus
Erb Family
Brubacher Family
First Nations (Joseph Brant)

2006
The Record
Motz Family

TRANSYLVANIA CLUB
TEL: 519-744-1191

41-B River Rd E., Kitchener, ON  N2B 2G3
email: transylvaniaclub@intown.net
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F L A G S  &  B A N N E R  C O R P O R A T I O N

CUSTOM FLAG SPECIALIST
• CANADIAN • PROVINCIAL • INTERNATIONAL

• FLAG RENTAL • FLAG POLES • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SHOP BY PHONE OR SHOP ONLINE:
TEL. 519-576-9807

TOLL FREE 888-513-8885
FAX 519-576-6745

www.hometex.com

11 Springdale Drive Kitchener, ON, N2K 1P8

Email: info@hometex.com

i h

German-Canadian 
Business and Professional Association
of Kitchener-Waterloo

German Pioneers Day

Our Association supports all efforts which recognize and publicize the contributions made
by German Pioneers from all walks of life. Over the last 300 years, they have helped build
a strong and successful Canada. We congratulate the honorees and organizing committee
of German Pioneers Day. 

Founded in 1967, the purpose of our organization is to cultivate friendship and cooperation
among business people, academics and professionals. In cooperation with many regional
organizations, we engage in monthly meetings and activities that help to preserve the
German heritage. Please contact us should you wish to receive further information about
our Association. We would be pleased to welcome you and demonstrate the benefits of
membership. Please visit our website: www.german-canadian-business.com or call 
519-590-3056

Harry Drung, President
on behalf of the Board of Directors and Members
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frSchool year starts in September.. Registrations foor new students

are accepted year round. Classes take place Saturdayy mornings
at Grand River Collegiate Institute in Kitchener.

FOR MORE INFORMATION german.wrdsb.ca

•  Beginner, intermediate & advanced levels
•  Kindergarten to adult classes
•  High school credit classes

•  German Language Diploma | DSD I & II

…an ny fuun activvities througghout the school year!
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49 Melinda Street, Kitchener, Ontario, N2E 0B5

Storage Space available
for Trailers, Boats and Cars

TEL. (519) 208-1481
EMAIL ristau.construction@rogers.com

Established 1964
Serving the Community for over 50 Years

Commercial-Retail Space for Lease

Outstanding Service makes satisfied Tenants
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The German-Canadian Remembrance Society is a charitable, non-profit organiza-
tion of Canadian Citizens of German descent and heritage.  The goal and objective
of the Remembrance Society is the progressive documentation, maintenance and
representation of the achievements and legacy of German immigrants in Canada as
well as supporting projects which help to remind German Canadians and Canadians
at large of the significant contributions pioneers of German ethnic background have
made over the last 300 years in Canada.

Since 2009 the German-Canadian Remembrance Society has participated in the
planning and organization of the German Pioneers Day Celebration and the
Volkstrauertag Memorial Service in Kitchener. The Remembrance Society has also
undertaken maintenance repairs and upkeep of the German War Graves Section at
Kitchener’s Woodland Cemetery.

The Remembrance Society is a non-partisan, and non-sectarian organization com-
mitted to promoting an atmosphere of mutual respect and tolerance by honouring
the victims of wars and human rights violations and supports equal justice for all.

Membership is open to individuals, families and organizations

German Canadian Remembrance Society
41 River Road East, Unit B, Kitchener, ON     N2B 2G3

(226) 647-8022        email:  remsociety@gmail.com
www.germanremembrancesociety.wordpress.com

Charitable Registration No. 86375 8082 RR0001
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